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Diatom community development during an indoor maturation experiment using 
some Portuguese clayey material
a , bAlmeida S P F, aTerroso D, aFerreira da Silva E, c aRocha F

have been used in ancient times and are still applied 
for therapeutic purposes. Therapeutic action is not 
only due to the heat sensation that leads to multiple 
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one sample from Porto Santo Island, Madeira Archi-
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perimental tanks during the process. Periodic sam-

the maturation tanks from the uppermost sediment 
layer at the beginning and at the end of the process. 
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enriched in SiO2, SO3 and K2O and Porto Santo mud 
has the highest values of Al2O3, Fe2O3, MnO, MgO, 
CaO and TiO2
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and ionic chromatography. The assemblages of dia-
-

ocula or on maturated muds. The maturation process 

present in the inoculum used. All maturated samples 

submitted to stirring procedures. One sample from 

development, the other sample from the same island 
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