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the advent of the industrial era became a serious en-
vironmental issue. Human activities such as mining, 
smelting, several types of combustion and battery 
manufacturing contributed to the current loads of 

exposure for the general population during the 20th 
century. This metal is responsible for neurological, 
cognitive and behavioral disorders. In order to de-

adopted to regulate lead in paint, petrol, food cans 
and piping. In Portugal, the use of leaded gasoline 

-
ertheless, lead is still used in many consumer prod-

dust, in particular, is considered one of the most sig-

their intellectual development. Despite this, no data 
is available for lead house dust levels in Portugal. In 

-

dust samples collected from vacuum cleaner bags. 

33.0 up to 2000 μg.g-1

of multiple and variable lead sources into the indoor 
-

1

-
ly bioavailable it is possible that its presence in house 
dust results in potential health risks.  In the case of 

for lead described in the literature are considered, 
dust ingestion alone exceeds the TDI.


