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-

economy and booming industrial development, a 
tremendous amount of natural and anthropogenic 

settled in the estuary. The objective of this paper is to 
compare the contents, speciation and source of heavy 

-
-

of China. The concentrations of all heavy metals ex-

higher than those of the river channel and coastal 

most heavy metals, except Hg, in the sediments of 

northern branch because of the import of pollutants 
from the urban and industrial activities around. Com-

bioavailability than the other heavy metals, and thus 

sediments dominate the heavy metal distribution in 

-
tuary.


