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Assessment of Panasqueira mine surrounding soils through a contamination 
factor
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Mining despite being vital for national economy has 
associated problems not only by short term damage 
but also by long term impacts that might affect soils, 

-
rope. The economic exploitation has been focused 

from more than 27Mt of rock. The milling pro-
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atmospheric conditions for long periods of time re-

-

contamination coming from the tailings and type B 
samples making possible the geogenic cartography.

-
er median concentrations in both depths samples 
than proposed values by several authors, including 
the one that established values for Portuguese soils.

evaluate the enrichment of the study area on those 

depths a high degree of trace metal contamination 
-
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over 3.0 on the vicinity of Rio tailings. EI over 1.0 in-
dicates, on average, metal concentrations above the 
permissible level.

these soils. Arsenic values are very high in both 
-

ues of W and considerable contamination in Cu and 
P. Regarding type B soils a considerable contamina-
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calculated based on enriched values for Portuguese 
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