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Regulatory decision-making for the purpose of managing land contamination
aMcIntosh  R, bHursthouse A S

Land contamination is a common international con-
cern that presents a threat of degradation to vital soil 

Contaminated land policy provides protective legis-

remediation of residual land contamination posing 
-
-

terintuitive to the principles of sustainability and for 
protecting the soil as a resource.  

-
nation is typically facilitated either through the pro-
vision of statutory pollutant limits or by adopting a 
risk-based approach.  Whilst both these approaches 

process is resulting in overly designed remediation 

schemes.

Politically derived pollutant limits, applied to deter-

-
nation.  The risk-based approach, such as that adopt-
ed in the UK provides opportunity for consideration 

-
-

-

decision-makers are expected to implement health 
and environment protection policies synergistically 

-
tion.

This presentation examines some of the challenges 

decision-making that is appropriately transparent, 
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-

more holistic approach to the decision-making pro-

used to identify common objectives for developing 
effective socio-economic-environmentally friendly 
intervention strategies.  This approach is also more 
likely to attract much more positive political and 
public support. 

there aspects that should contribute to the develop-

implemented successfully by environmental regula-


