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Environmental metal pollution in Ria de Aveiro, a coastal lagoon of N Portugal 
and benthic foraminifera answers
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in the main channels of Ria de Aveiro, a coastal la-
-

-

a GPS. Some environmental parameters, such as 
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bioindicators. 
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nels and Aveiro Harbours can be considered the most 
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and Cd hinder benthic foraminifera of Ria de Avei-
ro, further reducing their abundance and diversity. 
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These results suggest that other benthic organisms 
-

tivity of different species of foraminifera may exist. 
For instance Quinqueloculina seminulum, spread over 

is tolerant to higher concentrations of heavy met-

Cd. This is a suspended feeder species and may be 
more affected by high concentrations of these metals 

-
ant to these heavy metals available concentrations 
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are Bolivina ordinaria, Bulimina elongata, Bolivina 
pseudoplicata, Nonionella stella, Bolivina striata and 
Fissurina lucida, -


